7th Sunday in Easter

May 8th, 2016

Beneath The Cross Of Jesus

PRELUDE

Handbell Choir

PROCLAIMING THE WORD
11:00 a.m.
arr. Geschke

GOSPEL READING
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD
Come Father, Son And Spirit

+CALL TO WORSHIP
from Psalms 19 & 63
One: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
All:
And also with you.
One: We lift up our hands, O Lord, and call upon your holy name, for you are
our Rock and our Redeemer
All:
We will bless you as long as we live. Because of your steadfast love
our lips will forever praise you.
One: The speech of the heavens proclaims your handiwork and tells of your
glory day by day.
All:
May the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts do
the same, not just this morning, but every day of our lives!

When Morning Gilds the Skies

+HYMN OF PRAISE

#487

+PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Merciful God, of all the creatures you have created, you have given us,
alone, the ability to speak. However we do not always use this gift in a way
that makes you proud. We do not speak to others in ways that reflect your
goodness, mercy and love. In our relationships with others we say hurtful
things, arrogant things, spiteful things, false things. We damage others
with our insensitive words. Forgive us, Lord. Help us to speak with love
and honor and respect. Send us your Spirit that we may speak to everyone
we meet as if it were you, for we are all created in your image. Let the
words of our mouths bring you praise, and may the things we speak be
seasoned with your love and grace. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Glory Be to the Father

#579

MINUTE FOR MISSION – The Pentecost Offering
TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES
All children are invited to come forward for the Time for Young Disciples.
Afterward, children ages 5 thru 3rd grade may go to Worship Our Way (W.O.W.)
while children in 4th grade and older are invited to worship with their families.
+PREPARATORY HYMN
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE WORD PROCLAIMED

Though I May Speak

#335

Choplin
p. 203 NT

Tim Reynolds

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
OFFERING OUR LIVES TO GOD
Offertory
O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing
+Doxology
Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow
+Prayer of Dedication

arr. Arison
#592

+AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
from A Brief Statement of Faith
We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God
created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image, male
and female, of every race and people, to live as one community. But we rebel
against god; we hide from our Creator. Ignoring God’s commandments, we
violate the image of God in others and ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit
neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care.
We deserve God’s condemnation. Yet God acts with justice and mercy to
redeem creation. In everlasting love, the god of Abraham and Sarah chose a
covenant people to bless all the families of the earth. Hearing their cry, God
delivered the children of Israel from the house of bondage. Loving us still,
God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. Like a mother who will not
forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal
home, God is faithful still.

Lord, Speak to Me

+ SENDING HYMN

+POSTLUDE

#426

Go With Us, Lord

Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken

+THOSE WHO ARE ABLE PLEASE STAND

+PASSING OF THE PEACE
May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

p. 542 OT

James 3:1-8

+BENEDICTION AND RESPONSE

+ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE
+RESPONSE

Psalm 141:1-4

We Live By Faith

ANTHEM

WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTROIT

HEBREW BIBLE READING
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

WORSHIP AND CELEBRATION
Elders: Matt Crum & Joey Lamie

THIS MORNING…
 the liturgist is Tim Reynolds
 the acolytes are Lila Godfrey and Wiley Leidig
 the bell ringer is Ben Campbell
 the W.O.W. leaders are Alicia and Kaylee Arney
 the Little W.O.W. leaders are Trent & Rachel Bales
 the nursery volunteers are Jan Hardman and Sydney Johnson
 the sound board tech is Dennis Bailey

arr. Hustad

VISITORS: We are delighted to have you with us this morning and hope you feel
at home. Please let us know a bit about you by filling in your information in the
Friendship Register this morning. A Nursery is available for infants and children
through age 3. If you need directions an usher can assist you.
HEARING DEVICES are available for the hearing impaired from an usher.
SUMMER WORSHIP TIME – At the Session retreat in April the decision was made
to change the worship time to 10:00 a.m. for JUNE AND JULY ONLY. The Session
also felt that these two months should be more informal. We will be making a
couple of changes to the worship order for a more relaxed environment, the pastor
and the choir will not wear robes, and worshipers are invited to dress more
casually, as well. In August we will return to our regular time and attire.
WEAR RED NEXT SUNDAY! Next Sunday is Pentecost and the tradition at SSPC
is for folks to wear red in celebration. Red is associated with Pentecost because of
the fire of the Holy Spirit we read about in the telling of the story of Pentecost in
Acts 2.
OUR CURRENT SERMON SERIES is on The Book of James. James is a letter
written to encourage and help Christians across the world to face the challenge of
faith. It has been called the “Proverbs of the New Testament” because it is filled
with practical advice about how to live lives of faith as individuals and as a church.
This sermon series will take us back to the basics as we look at the core essentials
we need to incorporate into our lives of discipleship.
UPCOMING SERMON TEXTS AND TOPICS:
James: Taming the Tongue
May 8
James 3:1-18
James: Faith and Humility
May 15 James 4:1-17
James: Warnings Against the Rich
May 22 James 5:1-12
James: The Prayers of the Faithful
May 29 James 5:13-20
INTERESTED IN SERVING AS A LITURGIST? We are looking to expand our
pool of liturgists and would love to have YOU join. Pastor Tim holds a training
class for all new liturgists so that you will be prepared to serve. If you have ever
thought about serving as a liturgist, now is a great time to start. Contact Pastor Tim
if you are interested. He will schedule the training class once we have enough
folks signed up.
OVER THE NEXT SEVERAL WEEKS we are going to be updating our records so
we can publish a new Church Directory (the non-pictorial kind!). Are you a new
member, has your address or phone number changed, do you have a new addition
to your family, are you receiving email updates from the church or has your email
address changed, does the church have your birth date so that we can help
celebrate your special day, if not, there is a form on the table in the Narthex that
you can take to update all of your information. Once completed, you can put it in
the offering plate, place in Donna’s mailbox, or drop it by the church anytime. We
will compare our records to the form and make sure we have all your information
correct.
CONGREGATIONAL MINISTRY
Elders: Georgia Crews & Jan Hardman
DYING WELL – Got your attention? Good! On Saturday, May 14th at 10:00 a.m.,
Pastor Tim will be presenting a class called “Dying Well”. The class is designed to
help people of all ages to think about the practical issues surrounding death and
dying and the important decisions we can make when we are healthy that will
empower and serve our loved ones in the future, including living wills and durable
powers of attorney. If you ever plan on dying – whether it’s in the near or far distant
future - you should come to this class!

CONGREGATIONAL MINISTRY
Elders: Georgia Crews & Jan Hardman

IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH
th

NEXT SUNDAY MAY 15TH, there will be an informational meeting for anyone
interested in learning more about training as a Stephen Minister. The meeting will
begin in the Fellowship Hall immediately following worship service and will include
a light lunch. Because lunch and informational materials are provided YOU NEED
TO MAKE A RESERVATION. Call Toni Oliver, Stephen Leader, at 276.206.3321.
The meeting should conclude by 3:00 p.m.

SPIRITUAL FORMATION & DISCIPLESHIP
Elders: Kate Shockley & Stanley Haynes
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY: Our spring Bible study is called Faith of
Our Fathers and we are examining the religious beliefs of the most prominent of
America’s Founding Fathers. The study is led by Pastor Tim and held in the
Church Parlor on Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m.
A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who helped with donations for the Presbyterian
Children’s Home of the Highlands. The After School children will present the
generous gifts along with $1,038 from the congregational luncheon to Billy Rice,
Director of PCHH, Wednesday, May11.
TH

THIS WEDNESDAY, MAY 11 is the last After School day for this school year.
The children will go to Sugar Hollow for a special last day. They will return to the
church by 5:30 p.m.
IT’S GRADUATION TIME AGAIN! If you have a graduating Senior you would like
recognized in next week’s bulletin please give the information to Janet McGraw.
We need name, High School or College graduating from and plans after
graduation. The deadline to get information in is May 11th.

SERVICE AND OUTREACH
Elders: Mimi Hull & Alice Rainey
HEALTHY FAMILIES-FAMILY FARMS WOULD LIKE TO SAY THANK YOU to
everyone at Sinking Spring for their support. Each of you are important to the
mission of Healthy Families-Family Farms to support local farmers and provide
free fresh vegetables to those in need. With HFFF “Everyone Wins!” Marty Huber

TODAY, Sunday, May 8
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School
11:00 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary

A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA)

Wednesday, May 11th
3:00 p.m.
After School – Last Day
6:00 p.m.
Bible Study
6:30 p.m.
Handbell Choir
7:30 p.m.
Choir
Thursday, May 12th
7:00 a.m.
Men’s Bible Study, Shoney’s
8:00 p.m.
AA in the Fellowship Hall
Saturday, May 14th
6:00 p.m.
AA in Fellowship Hall
Sunday, May 15th Pentecost
10:00 a.m.
Sunday School
11:00 a.m.
Worship in the Sanctuary
12:00 p.m.
Stephen Ministry Informational Meeting

STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY
Elders: Danny Brown & John Legard
Stewardship & Attendance for May 1, 2016
Attendance: 187
Offering – Week of May 1: $8,357
Hunger Offering: $410

CHURCH BULLETINS are available on our website! The link to view is
http://www.sinkingspring.org/worship.html#ws.

THE PENTECOST OFFERING through the Presbyterian Mission Agency will be
collected next Sunday, May 15 and will go towards community programs that
benefit children, youth and young adults. 40% of the offering will stay locally to
help fund the Kids’ Backpack Summer Feeding Program at Abingdon Elementary
School. Thank you in advance for your help in supporting our children.

WE ASK FOR PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS: Mazie Cook,
Reed Cooke (Commonwealth Assisted Living), Hazel Warden (Abingdon Rehab),
Don Preston, Claude Greever (English Meadows), Marjorie Addison (English
Meadows) and Helen Napps

MAY is Sinking Spring Presbyterian Church’s month to host the Social Club (a
special dinner for residents of area nursing homes). When you’re cleaning out your
closets and drawers this spring, please look for items suitable for use as bingo
prizes. We can use things like: jewelry, sports caps, flashlights, decks of cards,
small figurines, pens, socks, etc. Also, consider volunteering your time to help
cook the meal; set up the tables; clean up; or just be a companion and play bingo!
The dinner is set for Thursday, May 19 at 5:30 p.m. For more information, call
Kay Bunn – 276.642.0702.

Organized 1772

Tuesday, May 10th
8:00 p.m.
AA in Fellowship Hall
8:00 p.m.
Al Anon next to Fellowship Hall

and Jo Ann Detta, HFFF Program Coordinators

MAY 15 THROUGH MAY 21 IS OUR WEEK TO SERVE at Faith in Action. A signup sheet is on bulletin board in Narthex. Your time and help benefits our
neighbors in need.

Sinking Spring Presbyterian Church

WE ASK FOR PRAYERS FOR THESE NEW CONCERNS:

SINKING SPRING PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
A Stephen Ministry Congregation
136 E. Main St. + Abingdon, VA 24210
Church Office: 276.628.3361
Email: office@sinkingspring.org

Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

www.sinkingspring.org

WE ASK FOR PRAYERS FOR THESE CONTINUED CONCERNS: Charles
Henninger, Richie Hooker, Ernie & Mary Barr and J. R. Cole
AND FOR THESE MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MILITARY: Joseph McGraw, Mark
Widener, Walter Holcomb Jr., John Nowell II, John Nowell III, Dexter Bevis and
Miles Ratliff
*Names remain on the prayer list for 4 weeks unless requested to keep them on longer

Ministers:
Teaching Elder:
Director of Music:
Dir. of Christian Ed:
Office Administrator:
Organist:
Preschool Director:

Members & Friends of the Congregation
Tim Reynolds
pastor@sinkingspring.org
Arch Snyder
agstonsilcoach@gmail.com
Janet McGraw christianeducator@sinkingspring.org
Donna Hale
office@sinkingspring.org
Joey Trivette
Joseph.Trivette@sw.edu
Gypsy Holt
preschool@sinkingspring.org
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